THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

bombers had flown forty miles towards home. The
goods yards at Diisseldorf-Derendorf and the Man-
nesmann Rohrenwerke armament" works were again
attacked on this night, and the damage caused by
the raid of December 4 was increased. The city's
gasworks were also bombed with good effect. An-
other concentrated attack was made on the indus-
trial area of Diisseldorf on the following night
(December 8), the Press and Walzwerke blast fur-
naces and steel works being again the main target.
Tlames blazed up in one factory, enveloping the
whole building, and remained a ragged glare in the
sky long after our aircraft had gone away/ It could
be seen thirty or forty miles away. *We clouted
Diisseldorf good and hard,* said one of the pilots.
The Raids on Mannheim
Mannheim, the chief industrial centre of the
upper Shine, was the next recipient of the Bomber
Command's unwelcome favours. The inhabitants of
the city whose memories go back for twenty-two
years must have wondered whether time had stood
still: for in the summer and autumn of 1918 Mann-
heim and its twin town of Ludwigshafen, across the
Rhine, were repeatedly raided by General Tren-
chard's Independent Force, and the new attacks
might have been almost a continuation of those
which devastated the industrial areas of the district
then. The aniline dye factory, the largest in Ger-
many, was bombed many a time in 1918; it was
again a main objective in the raid of December 16.
Attacks were also directed against the railway yards,